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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 


Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 


Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout (image) entitled Chickhng.jpg is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The computer printout promotes and supports the infliction of extreme violence. 

The publication is a computer printout of an illustration. The image has been 
downloaded from the Internet onto a computer and printed out onto an A4 size sheet of 
white paper. The title is typed across the top of the page along with information in 
brackets describing the dimensions of the image and the type of graphic file format. 

The computer printout presents a woman who has been hung. She has a rope around 
her neck, and ropes are used to restrain her arms and chest. The woman's clothes 
have been pushed up to reveal her breasts and genitals. The colour of the woman's 
face, her tongue hanging from her mouth, and her eyes rolled back into her head, 
indicate that the woman is dead. There is little context within which to place the image. 

The computer printout presents the infliction of extreme violence in a manner intended 
to titillate the viewer. By presenting the woman as semi-naked, with an emphasis on 
her breasts and genitals, the publication implicitly suggests that inflicting extreme 
violence upon a person is sexually titillating. The storing of the image as a computer 
file, which is readily copied onto computer disk or transmitted for storage or 
reproduction on other computers, allows for wide distribution of the image nationally 
and internationally. Given all of these characteristics, the Classification Office is of the 
opinion that the image has little purpose other than the sexual gratification of adults. 
The publication is therefore considered to promote and support the infliction of extreme 
violence as outlined under s3(2)(f) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification 
Act 1993 (FVPC Act) and is deemed objectionable. 
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The publication has been found to promote and support an activity listed in s3(2) of the 
FVPC Act. This provision overrides s14of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
(NZBR Act) because it is a deeming provision which cannot be given a meaning that is 
consistent with the rights and freedoms set out in that section of the NZBR Act. 


OFLCRef: 9900255 
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